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APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT) CAPITAL 2013–14 BILL 2013 
Third Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [1.54 pm]: I would like to talk about the Appropriation (Consolidated Account) 
Capital 2013–14 Bill 2013. During the election campaign in Albany, one of the big issues of the Liberal Party 
was the Bunbury to Albany gas pipeline. We are now talking about the consolidation part of the bill. I will not 
take a very long time, but I have to go — 

Dr K.D. Hames: Is that in the bill? 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Yes; the gas pipeline was a promise made by the Liberal government. 

Dr K.D. Hames: Yes, but I am just asking: is that in the bill? 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Yes—I hope so. 
Dr K.D. Hames: Is it? 

Mr P.B. WATSON: I am glad the Minister for Health asked that, because the Liberal Party promised it in the 
election before last and in this election. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: The Minister for Police knows nothing about what goes on in this place, so she can just be 
quiet while I talk. Anyway, the Bunbury to Albany gas pipeline — 

Point of Order 
Dr K.D. HAMES: I well recall directions from the Chair previously that debates around the capital expenditure 
must relate to things that are in the bill, not things that members would like to be in the bill. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Excuse me — 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Further to that, since the member for Albany has got to his feet, we have seen a series of 
interjections from people opposite—people who know little of what he is talking about. The issue that he is 
raising is a very important issue for the people of Albany and that region. I can see why members opposite might 
be sensitive, because this is a failure by the government to fund a project that it has promised on more than one 
occasion. The fact of the matter, if I can draw my — 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms L.L. Baker): Member for Midland, I am sorry to interrupt you — 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I am sorry? 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Are you making a point of order? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: My point of order is simply this: the comments made by the member for Albany are 
appropriate to be made for this capital appropriation bill. The fact of the matter is that capital appropriations are 
made in a number of areas, and one of the things that can be debated is whether the capital appropriation is or is 
not sufficient. On this occasion, I believe that the argument of the member for Albany is that the allocation is not 
sufficient for that capital work. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, member. That was not a point of order. I am sure the member for 
Albany is capable of phrasing his debate in terms of the capital appropriation bill and making the appropriate 
link. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr P.B. WATSON: Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker, for your kindness. 

During the election campaign, similar to the campaign before, the Bunbury to Albany pipeline was promised. It 
was promised on a certain time and date, and money was going to be put aside. Only a small amount of money 
has been put aside, and that is my concern. I would like to read out a press release by Hon Brendon Grylls and 
Hon Colin Barnett on 29 October, which most people would say was well into the campaign. It is about a 
pipeline to supply the south west and great southern residents, and states — 

The State Government has selected a preferred corridor and operational model for a natural gas pipeline 
from Bunbury to Albany. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 18 September 2013] 

 p4343a-4344a 
Mr Peter Watson; Acting Speaker 

 [2] 

Premier and State Development Minister Colin Barnett and Regional Development Minister Brendon 
Grylls today announced the Bunbury to Albany gas pipeline would service Manjimup and towns along 
the corridor … 

The Premier said the pipeline would be designed, built and operated by a private sector proponent. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member, I think I need to stop you there. You need to relate what you are saying to 
a section of the capital appropriation bill. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Okay. Page 108 of the Budget Statements, under State Development, refers to “facilitating 
the construction of the Bunbury to Albany Gas Pipeline”. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you very much, member. Please continue. 

Dr K.D. Hames: Good find! 

Mr P.B. WATSON: I am trying very hard to get this up, but I do not think people like me today. The main issue 
is that the Leader of the National Party and the Premier made these promises. They said that all this work would 
be fully funded, the pipeline would be designed and built by the private sector, and the preferred owner and 
operator was to be selected by mid-2013—it is now mid-2013. The preferred route would service 100 000 south 
west and southern residents. Mr Grylls and Mr Barnett went to Albany and misled the people of my electorate 
for the second time in four years. I would once again like to table a photo of a big billboard that was put up in 
Albany and that cost about $5 000. It states — 

Trevor Cosh and the Liberals will build the gas pipeline to Albany 

LABOR WON’T! 

I also take to task Hon Brendon Grylls who came to Albany and promised it would all be done, with some done 
by mid-2013. Once again the Premier and the Leader of the National Party misled the people of Albany, and it is 
not the first time. 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order for the second time. Member for Mirrabooka I call 
you to order for the first time. Does the member want to lay something on the table for the rest of the day’s 
sitting? 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Yes; I am trying to get a bigger copy, so all the people in the house can see it!  

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 4354.] 
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